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Abstract

The name of Dr. Rashid Jahan will always be remembered as someone who happened to be a
trailblazing figure. Apart from being a doctor, Jahan carved her niche as a dedicated writer. With her
bold themes, her works, like her personality, are also very striking. This paper attempts to study
different aspects of Jahan’s works which prove her as an iconoclast, as a strongly dynamic figure who
touched upon various themes in her oeuvre which are relevant even today. This paper deals with her
works like Behind the Veil and “A Tour of Delhi” which present Jahan as a devoted feminist who
foregrounds the feminist issues plaguing Muslim women in the\society. Some of her works like
“Ift?ari?” and “S?ifar” bring out her Marxist ideology.where she raises her voice against the class
division of the existing capitalist society. Jahan was-also a true patriot of India who wrote to propagate
communal harmony in the societyswhere people identified themselves as Indians, and not as Hindus or
Muslims. She was a messenger.of peace and brotherhood as we see in her two plays “Par?o0si?” and
“Hindustani?” discussed here.

Keywords

Women, patriarchy, Marxism, class division, communal harmony, peace, India

Read / Download Full Paper

Works Cited
Barry, Peter. Beginning Theory: An Introduction to Literary and Cultural Theory. Viva Books, 2010.

Coppola, Carlo, and Sajida Zubair. “Rashid Jahan: Urdu Literature’s First ‘Angry Young Woman.”
Journal of South Asian Literature, vol. 22, no. 1, 1987, pp. 166-183. JSTOR,
www.jstor.com/stable/40873941. Accessed 15 Nov. 2021.

Devi, Mahasweta. “Breast Giver.” Breast Stories, translated by Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Seagull
Books, 2016, pp. 34-69.

Jahan, Rashid. “A Tour of Delhi.” A Rebel and Her Cause: the life and works of Rashid Jahan by
Rakhshanda Jalil, Women Unlimited, 2014, pp. 121-123.

. Hindustan?. Vh Aur D?sre Afs?ne, ?r?me. Rashid Jahan Y?dg?r Committee, 1977, pp. 161-
196. Rekhta, www.rekhta.org/ebooks/wo-aur-doosre-afsane-drame-rasheed-jahan-ebooks. Accessed
26 Dec. 2021.

“Ift?ar?.” A Rebel and Her Cause: the life and work of Rashid Jahan by Rakhshanda Jalil,

Page 1
Footer Tagline


https://urdustudies.in/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Urdu-Studies-4_Sumbul-Nasim.pdf

COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

Women Unlimited, 2014, pp. 166-175.

. Pa?0s?. Vh Aur D?sre Afs?ne, ?r?me. Rashid Jahan Y?dg?r Committee, 1977, pp. 210-249.
Rekhta, www.rekhta.org/ebooks/wo-aur-doosre-afsane-drame-rasheed-jahan-ebooks. Accessed 26
Dec. 2021.

. “?ifar.” Vh Aur D?sre Afs?ne, ?r?me. Rashid Jahan Y?dg?r Committee, 1977, pp. 114-121.
Rekhta, www.rekhta.org/ebooks/wo-aur-doosre-afsane-drame-rasheed-jahan-ebooks. Accessed 26
Dec. 2021.

Jalil, Rakhshanda. “Comrade Rashid Jahan.” A Rebel and Her Cause: the life and work of Rashid
Jahan by Rakhshanda Jalil, Women Unlimited, 2014, pp. 55-83.

. “Writer and Dramatist.” A Rebel and Her Cause: the life and work of Rashid Jahan by
Rakhshanda Jalil, Women Unlimited, 2014, pp. 84-106.

Mahurkar, Vaishnavi. “Rashid Jahan: The Bad Girl of Urdu Literature.” Fll: Feminism in India, 30 March
2017, feminisminindia.com/2017/03/30/rashid-jahan-essay/. Accessed 29 Dec. 2021.

Selden, Raman, et al. A Reader’s Guide to Contemporary Literary Theory. Pearson Education, 2005.

Tamang, Sylvester. “These Instances Show How Hindu-Muslims Have Always Remained United in
India.” It, 9 Nov. 2019,
www.indiatimes.com/news/india/six-instances-of-hindu-muslim-unity-in-our-country-500060.html.
Accessed 28 Dec. 2021.

Tolan, Fiona. “Feminisms.” Literary Theory and Criticism: An Oxford Guide, edited by Patricia Waugh,
Oxford UP, 2006, pp. 319-339.

Tyson, Lois. Critical Theory Today: A User-Friendly Guide. Routledge, 2006. Google,
eclass.uoa.gr/modules/document/file.php/ENL555/Critical-Theory-Today-A-User-Friendly-Guide-Lois-
Tyson.pdf. Accessed 26 Dec. 2021.

Sumbul Nasim is an Assistant Professor in the Department of English at Trivenidevi Bhalotia College,
Raniganj, West Bengal, India. She has completed her doctoral research work on Sa’adat Hasan
Manto. Her areas of interest are Postcolonial Literature, Post 1950s British Literature, Partition
Literature and Indian Writing in English. She has published papers and reviews in international
journals. She has also edited a national-level published volume Women and Social Media: Situating
Women in the Virtual World. She also loves translating from Urdu to English.
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9501-4928

sumnas63@gmail.com

Rashid Jahan: An Iconoclast by Sumbul Nasim is licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0

Date Created
August 10, 2024
Author
hashmiam

Page 2
Footer Tagline


https://urdustudies.in/urdu-studies-vol-3-issue-1-2023-3/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1

