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Abstract: Ghazanfar is a renowned Urdu fiction writer, poet and literary critic whose works revolve
around the dynamics of society, its intricacies and the underlying problems. Through his writings, he
familiarises the readers to often overlooked realities of life. Sarasvat? Asn?n is a short story that also
brings to the readers a slice of life that seems fresh but is indeed a glimpse into the world that exists
within the folds of life. Through the meeting of the protagonist, Raghav and the boatman, the writer
delves into the intricacies of life and sheds light on the constraints of the material world that man is
trapped in. The encounter becomes a window to reflect on broader human experiences to reveal
deeper truths of life and highlight selflessness and sensitivity in a profound manner. The confluence of
the three rivers – the Ganges, the Yamuna and the Sarasvati becomes symbolic of the convergence of
diverse individuals, varied worlds and differing ideologies, all uniting at a shared juncture known as
humanity.
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The translator has used the abridged version of the story presented by the author at a short story
reading session at the Ved Vyasa Sabhagar, Sahitya Mahotsav, Literature festival organised by
Sahitya Akademi (11-16 March, 2024).
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