Utrdu Studies

An international, peer-reviewed,
bilingual research journal

ISSN: 2583-8784 (Online)

Vol. 5 | Issue 1 | Year 2025
Pages: 50-60

LSS S et

LA 4

W

\

URDU STUDIES
0

TN TR LT
Bilingual Research Journal

Abstract. This reminiscence offers a heartfelt and intimate
portrait of Prof. Annemarie Schimmel, penned by one of
her closest associates. It moves beyond her towering
academic achievements to illuminate the depth of her
personality—her humility, spiritual depth, unwavering
discipline, and affection for diverse cultures. Through
personal anecdotes and reflective insights, the writer
captures Schimmel’s quiet charisma, her profound
devotion to Islamic mysticism, and her ability to connect
across linguistic, cultural, and spiritual boundaries. The
narrative reveals not only the scholar but the human being
behind the scholarship: generous, introspective, and deeply
compassionate. This remembrance stands as a tribute to her
enduring intellectual legacy and the lasting emotional
impression she left on those who knew her well.!
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My dear child, remember one thing: men are our enemies.
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A thunderstorm at night transformed the greyish streets and a veritable
paradise, the roads were filled with the heavy fragrance, of iqde (Musk
willow), and I understood why Rumi's poetry is permeated with spring
songs.
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.... One tends (at least I do) to look out for the unchangingpower
behind the fluctuating surface of events.
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I was and still am convinced that such an approach can lead to much
needed tolerance without losing oneself in sweeping, dangerous

"syncretistic" views that blur all differences.
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