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The feminization b.«l;@;! _E. G. Clery; J;j d/ (Feminism) =41

U~debates in Eighteenth Century England (Palgrave Macmillan,2005)

LLWUU: Py '%!LMichael Caines-aadf!‘/

Clery begins with coffee and the warning that
feminization or the “promise to reform through
female virtue was not necessarily good thing for
women. It was discourse that failed to address the real
problems facing every rank of society. ... In fact, it
exacerbated the problems by imposing restrictive
definition of idealized feminity.”

(Times Literary Supplement, July 29, 2005)
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Do women poets write differently from men?

Shera: The early women poets wrote in male idioms.
They were following a tradition which was
predominantly male. There was no individuality in
what they wrote. For my part, I write spontaneously,
in my own voice. | am not even conscious that I am
writing as a woman. ... A poet is a poet. The woman
or man label should be dropped.

(Interviewed by Jameela Nishat and Sirajuddin for
Storyline)
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Did you have any role model in younger days?
Shera: “... I preferred to remain myself.”
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